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By Paolo D’Alessio and edited by Louis Galanos 

Gianpiero Moretti is the last real “gentleman driver” of our times. During his 37-year career he took part in 
hundreds of races and drove over 40 different types of cars creating a long-lasting bond between himself and 
Porsche as well as Ferrari with whom he lived some unforgettable moments of his career as racing driver and 
businessman.  

This is how Mister Momo, as he is now known, recalls those days and speaks about them, saying, “I have 
observed the Audi and Peugeot cars that have raced this year at Sebring: beautiful cars indeed, a spectacular 
fusion of technology and aerodynamics, but there is no comparison to my Ferrari 512 S of 1970!” 

So says Gianpiero Moretti, the last gentleman driver whose name is forever linked to two legends of high 
calibre in worldwide motor racing namely, Ferrari and Porsche.  

For decades he was an ambassador for Italy in the world (even though he has a Swiss passport) for the Italian 
way of living, Italian cars, Italian culture and the cult of beauty. 

Today, at the threshold of 70 spring seasons and having hung up his helmet a dozen years ago, Moretti watches 
the racing world that was his world for four decades with the same passion. He knows he has left his mark in 
history as well as unforgettable memories with those who knew him or worked with him. He knows he played 
an essential role in the races which, in those days, were more important than Formula 1 today, but he has no 
regrets towards the racing environment that, over these last years, has changed so dramatically. 

His career began long ago in 1961, when he first got into the driver’s seat of a Lancia Appia Zagato to race both 
on track and in the uphill races. The then-political-science student at the University of Pavia showed how good 
he was at the steering wheel of a race car. He caught the attention of ASA builder, Giotto Bizzarrini, who even 
asked him to become their official driver for uphill races. However, nothing ever came of this offer mostly 
because he had two souls, that of racing driver and that of businessman. 

Even though he belonged to a high-class Milan bourgeoisie family, Moretti didn’t want to be financially 
dependent on his family and so, right from the beginning of the sixties, he started work building steering wheels 



for ra
grip m

The h
whee
Eugen
seater
1964 
Enzo 
steeri

Cockp

In 19
for “M
offici
the tim
the yo
Mara
Lardi

acing compe
more ergono

height of thi
l to be mou
nio Dragon
r. The steeri
using that s
Ferrari mou

ing wheels w

pit of John 

66 the busin
Moretti” wh
ial supplier 
me, decided
oung Milan
nello becom
i, who years

etitions. The
omic soon t

is transform
unted on Joh
i, then sport
ing wheel tu
steering wh
unted on hi
with small h

Surteee's Fe

ness underw
hile the seco
to Casa di M
d to replace 

nese compan
me ever mor
s later becam

e insight tha
turned his p

mation took p
hn Surtees’ 
ts director o
urned out to
eel. From th
s cars. “The
handgrips.” 

errari 158 b

went a drast
ond two lett
Maranello. T
all the old E

ny started su
re frequent 
me known a

at he had to 
art-time job

place in 196
158 F1. “I s
of Cavallino
o be a huge 
hat moment
e Drake* (E

before the 19

ic change w
ers stand fo
The Drake, 
English Les
upplying Di
and it was d

as Piero Lar

 reduce the 
b into a real 

64 when En
started work
o, to build a
success and
t on he beca

Enzo Ferrari

964 Italian 

when Morett
or “Monza”)

who alread
s Leston ste
ino, and oth
during those
rdi Ferrari. I

diameter of
business. 

nzo Ferrari, 
king with Fe
a leather stee
d to top it of
ame the offi
i) was a per

Grand Prix 

ti founded M
) which bec

dy understoo
eering whee
her Gran Tu
e years that 
It is a friend

f the steerin

in person, o
errari,” reca
ering wheel
ff, John Sur
icial supplie
son of habit

at Monza. P

MOMO Sas
came to all i
od the impo
ls with the n
rismos of C
a friendship

dship that co

ng wheel an

ordered a le
alls Moretti
l for the For
rtees won th
er of the ste
t who wante

Photo: Gran

s (the first tw
intents and p
ortance of “M
new nationa

Cavallino. T
p developed
ontinues tod

nd make the 

eather steerin
, “thanks to
rmula 1 sing
he world titl
ering wheel
ed only woo

 

nd Prix Pho

wo letters st
purposes th
Made in Ita
al product. 

Trips to 
d with Piero
day.  

hand 

ng 
o 
gle 
le in 
ls that 
oden 

oto 

tand 
he 
aly” at 
Soon 

o 



Gianp
Paolo

All ra
1970 
Cham
while
world

More
and ir
Corra
This b
prepa
decid
guys 
race.”

piero Moret
o D’Alessio 

acing driver
when Ferra

mpionship, C
e others wer
dwide debut

etti speaks fr
rresponsible
ado Manfred
being the m

are oneself f
ded to head f
from Ferrar
” 

tti and Piero

rs share the 
ari started w
Casa di Mar
re sold priva
t at races th

frankly of hi
e we were b
dini I had d

minimum ne
for such a h
for Daytona
ri gave us a 

o Lardi, who

same deep 
work on the 
ranello had 
ately. And i
at count.  

is experienc
back then: b
one a mere 
cessary to v

hard race. W
a anyway ta
hand. How

o years later

passion for 
512 S two-s
to produce 
t was with o

ce at the 197
before partic

three laps o
verify that e

We had no m
aking along 

wever, we le

r became kn

the ‘reds o
seater proto
at least 25 m
one of these

70 24 Hours
cipating at th
of the Mode
everything i

more time an
only three m
arned the h

nown as Pie

f Maranello
otype. In ord
models: som
e 5-liter mo

s of Dayton
he Daytona
ena race circ
s in workin

nd even if w
mechanics. 
ard way wh

ero Lardi Fe

o’ but this dr
der to partic
me were use
nsters that G

na, “Only no
a 24-hour ra
cuit at the w
g order but 

we were behi
Luckily, on

hat it meant 

errari. Photo

dream only c
cipate at the
ed at the Scu
Giampiero M

ow do I real
ace in team w
wheel of the

surely not e
ind on prep
nce we arriv
to participa

 

o provided b

came true in
e World Spo
uderia mod
Moretti mad

lize how rec
with my frie

e Ferrari 512
enough to 

paration we 
ved there, th
ate in a 24-h

by 

n 
ortscar 
denese 
de his 

ckless 
end 
2 S. 

he 
hour 



Manffredini – Mooretti Ferrarri 512S that raced at Daaytona in 19970. Photo pprovided byy Paolo D’A
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Gianppiero Morettti at the 19770 24 Hourss of Daytonna. Photo pr
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* According to a couple of books regarding Enzo Ferrari it was the English racing teams in the 1950’s that 
started calling Ferrari the “Drake.” Supposedly they considered him the Sir Francis Drake of the race track. Not 
so much the pirate, but the Queen’s man that defeated the Invincible Armada with determination, fighting 
character and winning intuition. 

About the author Paolo D’Alessio: 
Born in 1957 in the province of Torino, D’Alessio began working as technical journalist and designer in the car 
related field in 1978. He collaborated with the most important specialist publications all over the world, 
contributing detailed articles, images and technical drawings of the most important Formula1 single-seaters of 
the last year’s competitions. Since the middle Eighties he’s dedicated himself entirely to the car ‘phenomenon’, 
in particular to car races. He works on corporate image, organizing exhibitions as well as lithographic prints, 
philatelic and numismatic collections. D’Alessio has also published several volumes. Paolo D’Alessio hasn’t 
limited his interests to automotive competition. In 1993, after taking a bachelor degree in architecture, he 
founded an industrial design firm called Multilinea. Since then, he’s been producing watches, bikes, means of 
transport, helmets, sport glasses, bags, writing sets, mowers, visual displays, air conditioning systems, for 
customers such as Momo design, Martini & Rossi, Mazda, Honda, Diavia, Momo, Philip Morris, Alfa Romeo, 
Fiat, Ibea, Universal, Bieffe, Aura, Torino Incontra.  

[Source: Paolo D’Alessio] 

 


